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LGC Daily Devotion Guide 2010 

 

 

Week 2:  

January 10 – January 16 

 

I. Adoration 

1. Invocation Prayer 

“O Lord, I want to be still with Thee, when purple morning 

breaks, when the bird awakes, and the shadows flee; fairer than 

the morning, lovelier that the daylight, dawns the sweet 

consciousness that I am with Thee.  Amen.” 

 

2. Adoration through Psalm Two 

(We’ll use this Psalm, not for today’s Bible reading, but for the 

sake of focusing our thoughts on God) 

• Read slowly this passage at least three times and gather a 

different thought about God’s character or deeds each day 

and translate it into a prayer of adoration. 

 

 

II. Confession 

Pause now and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to your sins and ask 

for forgiveness. 

 

 

III. Thanksgiving 

List, one by one, things that you should give thanks for. 
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IV. Scriptural Reflection: Based on the Gospel of Luke 

Reading slowly and reflectively the assigned passage twice at least 

and consider the questions below each day: 

 

January 10: 3: 1-20 

Verses 1 and 2 show the Holy Land divided among alien rulers and 

the high priesthood shared by two men (see verse 2). 'What a frame 

for the picture of the appearing of the Restorer!' (Godet). 

(1) What is John, the Restorer's message? According to his 

teaching verses 2-14 neither the forms of religion nor a godly 

ancestry are of any avail in providing an escape for the sinner 

from divine Judgment.  What alone suffices? As regards 

verses 16 and 17, verse 16 has been fulfilled.  How far has 

verse 17 been fulfilled?  

(2) What features in John's character stand out in this passage? 

(3) What do you learn about “total surrender” today? 

 

 

January 11:  3: 21-38 

(1) What does the 'opened heaven' signify and what is implied in 

the words 'in bodily form as a dove’? What threefold 

testimony is given to Jesus by the voice from heaven? See 

Ezk. 1:1; Jn, 3: 3, 4; Mt. 12: 29, 30; Col. 1: 13 

(2) With verse 23 (cf. 2:42). What had Jesus been doing in these 

intervening years? See Mk. 6:3. Was He not ready for God's 

service at twenty-one years, or twenty-five, or twenty-seven? 

Why did He wait until He was about thirty years? 

(3) What do you learn about “total surrender” today? 

 

Note.—An obvious explanation of the difference between the 

genealogies in Matthew and Luke is that Luke's is really that of 

Mary, Joseph being son of Heli by marriage; a woman's name by 

itself would be impossible in a Jewish genealogy. There is no 

exception to this rule in Mt. 1: 3, 5. Notice that Zerubbabel and 

Shealtiel come into both genealogies: in Matthew, Shealtiel is 

probably son by adoption of the childless Jehoiachin (see Je. 22: 

30). 
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January 12: 4: 1-13 

(1) What proof do we find in this story that temptation is not sin, 

and that it may come most strongly after some special ex-

perience of God? Observe in verses 2 and 3 the special 

moment chosen by the devil for his attack. Cf. Mk. 14: 38. 

(2) Jesus was entering upon a life and ministry, the foundation 

principle of which was faith in, and loving obedience to, God 

His Father. What light does this throw upon the nature of the 

devil's attack and upon his twice-repeated challenge 'If thou 

be the Son of God'? Cf. 3: 22. 

(3) Looking at the three temptations separately, what was the 

special subtlety of each, and how did Jesus parry the thrust in 

each case? Cf. Eph. 6:17, 

(4) What do you learn about “total surrender” today? 

 

 

January 13: 4:14-30  A Sabbath day in Nazareth 

(In verses 14-44 of this chapter is given a general statement of a 

preaching tour in the synagogues of Galilee, with a detailed 

account of two momentous Sabbaths.) 

(1) Verses 16-21. Jesus speaks to the people of His own home 

town of Nazareth. With what startling claim does He begin, 

and how does He describe His mission?. 

(2) Verses 22-30. The people were moved but not convinced. Cf. 

verse 22. How did Jesus interpret to them their unspoken 

thoughts (verse 23), and what did He go on to imply (verses 

25-27)? What made the people so angry? 

(3) What do you learn about “total surrender” today? 

 

 

January 14  4: 31-44  A Sabbath day in Capernaum 

(1) Try to picture the scenes in the synagogue, in Peter's house, 

and at sunset. What two facts about Jesus particularly 

impressed the people in the synagogue? 

(2) The reception of Jesus at Capernaum was outwardly very 

different from that at Nazareth.  But was the result very 

different in the end?  See 10: 13-15. 
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(3) Is the theory that demon possession is a form of madness and 

nothing more reconcilable with the facts here narrated and 

with our Lord's words and actions? 

(4) What do you learn about “total surrender” today? 

 

Note.—Verse 40.  The Jewish Sabbath ended at sunset.  The 

people waited until the Sabbath was over and then brought their 

sick for healing. 

 

 

January 15  5: 1-11 An eventful morning 

(1) Consider what happened from the point of view of the 

disciples and especially of Simon Peter: (a) Simon helping the 

Lord in His work; (b) Simon obedient to the Lord's word in 

the sphere in which he was expert and against his own 

judgment; (c) Simon astonished at the Lord's power, and 

made to feel that he was no fit companion for such a Master; 

(d) Simon summoned to a new task; (e) Simon and the others 

forsaking all and following Jesus. Reflect on the change this 

last step would bring about in their lives. 

(2) Consider the incident in relation to Christ's work, and note 

how it marked a new development.   The people were 

thronging round (verse 3). He needed helpers. How and where 

did He find them? 

(3) What do you learn about “total surrender” today? 

 

 

January 16  5: 12-26 Two outstanding miracles 

(1) Sometimes men doubt Christ's power to save, and sometimes 

His willingness. Of which was the leper doubtful, and how 

did Christ reassure him? What may we learn from this 

incident in relation to our own need? 

(2) Verses 17-26. In how many different respects do you find this 

miracle remarkable? 

(3) What do you learn about “total surrender” today? 
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V. Meditative Reflection 
(Beginning this week, we shall be meditating on excerpts of an 
excellent book, The Calvary Road by Roy Hession.  Though it is 
out of print, its messages have transformed many lives over the 
years.) 
 
January 10 

     We want to be very simple in this matter of Revival. Revival 
is just the life of the Lord Jesus poured into human hearts. Jesus is 
always victorious. In heaven they are praising Him all the time for 
His victory. Whatever may be our experience of failure and barren-
ness, He is never defeated. His power is boundless. And we, on our 
part, have only to get into a right relationship with Him, and we 
shall see His power being demonstrated in our hearts and lives and 
service, and His victorious life will fill us and overflow through us 
to others. And that is Revival in its essence. 

  If, however, we are to come into this right relationship with 
Him, the first thing we must learn is that our wills must be broken 
to His will. To be broken is the beginning of Revival. It is painful, 
it is humiliating, but it is the only way. It is being " Not I, but 
Christ,"

1
 and a " C " is a bent " I." The Lord Jesus cannot live in us 

fully and reveal Himself through us until the proud self within us is 
broken. This simply means that the hard unyielding self, which 
justifies itself, wants its own way, stands up for its rights, and seeks 
its own glory, at last bows its head to God's will, admits its wrong, 
gives up its own way to Jesus, surrenders its rights and discards its 
own glory — that the Lord Jesus might have all and be all. In other 
words it is dying to self and self-attitudes. 

And as we look honestly at our Christian lives, we can see how 
much of this self there is in each of us. It is so often self who tries 
to live the Christian life (the mere fact that we use the word " try " 
indicates that it is self who has the responsibility). It is self, too, 
who is often doing Christian work. It is always self who gets 
irritable and envious acid resentful and critical and worried. It is 
self who is hard and unyielding in its attitudes to others. It is self 
who is shy and self-conscious and reserved. No wonder we need 
breaking. As long as self is in control, God can do little with us, for 
all the fruits of the Spirit (they are enumerated in Galatians 5), with 
which God longs to fill us, are the complete antithesis of the hard, 
unbroken spirit within us and presupposes that it has been, crucified. 
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January 11 

     Being broken is both God's work and ours. He brings His 
pressure to bear, but we have to make the choice. If we are really 
open to conviction as we seek fellowship with God (and 
willingness for the light is the prime condition of fellowship with 
God), God will show us the expressions of this proud, hard self 
that cause Him pain. Then it is, we can stiffen our necks and 
refuse to repent or we can bow the head and say, "Yes, Lord." 
Brokenness in daily experience is simply the response of humility 
to the conviction of God. And inasmuch as this conviction is 
continuous, we shall need to be broken continually. And this can 
be very costly, when we see all the yielding of rights and selfish 
interests that this will involve, and the confessions and restitutions 
that may be sometimes necessary. 

For this reason, we are not likely to be broken except at the 
Cross of Jesus. The willingness of Jesus to be broken for us is the 
all-compelling motive in our being broken too. We see Him, 
Who is in the form of God, counting not equality with God a 
prize to be grasped at and hung on to, but letting it go for us and 
taking upon Him the form of a Servant — God's Servant, man's 
Servant. We see Him willing to have no rights of His own, no 
home of His own, no possessions of His own, willing to let men 
revile Him and not revile again, willing to let men tread on Him and 
not retaliate or defend Himself. Above all, we see Him broken as 
He meekly goes to Calvary to become men's scapegoat by bearing 
their sins in His own body on the Tree. In a pathetic passage in a 
prophetic Psalm, He says, "I am a worm and no man." Those who 
have been in tropical lands tell us that there is a big difference 
between a snake and a worm, when you attempt to strike at them. 
The snake rears itself up and hisses and tries to strike back — a true 
picture of self. But a worm offers no resistance, it allows you to do 
what you like with it, kick it or squash it under your heel — a 
picture of true brokenness. And Jesus was willing to become just 
that for us — a worm and no man. And He did so, because that is 
what He saw us to be, worms having forfeited all rights by our sin, 
except to deserve hell. And He now calls us to take our rightful 
place as worms for Him and with Him. 
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January 12 

     The whole Sermon on the Mount with its teaching of 

non-retaliation, love for enemies and selfless giving, assumes that 

that is our position. But only the vision of the Love that was willing 

to be broken for us can constrain us to be willing for that. 

"Lord, bend that proud and stiff-necked I, 

Help me to bow the head and die;  

Beholding Him on Calvary, 

Who bowed His head for me." 

 

     But dying to self is not a thing we do once for all. There may 

be an initial dying when God first shows these things, but ever 

after it will be a constant dying, for only so can the Lord Jesus be 

revealed constantly through us. All day long the choice will be 

before us in a thousand ways. It will mean no plans, no time, no 

money, no pleasure of our own. It will mean a constant yielding to 

those around us, for our yieldedness to God is measured by our 

yieldedness to man. Every humiliation, everyone who tries and 

vexes us, is God's way of breaking us, so that there is a yet deeper 

channel in us for the Life of Christ. 

You see, the only life that pleases God and that can be 

victorious is His life — never our life, no matter how hard we try. 

But inasmuch as our self-centred life is the exact opposite of His, 

we can never be filled with His life unless we are prepared for God 

to bring our life constantly to death. And in that we must 

co-operate by our moral choice. 
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January 13 

Brokenness, however, is but the beginning of Revival. Revival itself is 
being absolutely filled to overflowing with the Holy Spirit, and that is 
victorious living. If we were asked this moment if we were filled 
with the Holy Spirit, how many of us would dare to answer " yes " ? 
Revival is when we can say " yes " at any moment of the day. It is not 
egoistic to say so, for filling to overflowing is utterly and completely 
God's work — it is all of grace. All we have to do is to present our 
empty, broken self and let Him fill and keep filled. Andrew Murray 
says, "Just as water ever seeks and fills the lowest place, so the 
moment God finds you abased and empty, His glory and power flow 
in." The picture that has made things simple and clear to so many of 
us is that of the human heart as a cup, which we hold out to Jesus, 
longing that He might fill it with the Water of Life. Jesus is pictured as 
bearing the golden water pot with the Water of Life. As He passes by, 
He looks into our cup and if it is clean, He fills to overflowing with 
the Water of Life. And as Jesus is always passing by, the cup can be 
always running over. That is something of what David meant, when 
he said, "My cup runneth over." This is Revival — you and I — full 
to overflowing with blessing ourselves and to others — with a 
constant peace in our hearts. People imagine that dying to self makes 
one miserable. But it is just the opposite. It is the refusal to die to self 
that makes one miserable. The more we know of death with Him, the 
more we shall know of His life in us, and so the more of real peace 
and joy. His life, too, will overflow through us to lost souls in a real 
concern for their salvation, and to our fellow Christians in a deep 
desire' for their blessing. 

 

 

January 14 

     Only one thing prevents Jesus filling our cups as He 
passes by, and that is sin in one of its thousand forms. The Lord 
Jesus does not fill dirty cups. Anything that springs from self, 
however small it may be, is sin. Self-energy or self-complacency in 
service is sin.  Self-pity in trials or difficulties, self-seeking in 
business or Christian work, self-indulgence in one's spare time, 
sensitiveness, touchiness, resentment and self-defense when we are hurt 
or injured by others, self-consciousness, reserve, worry, fear, all 
spring from self and al l  are sin and make our cups unclean. But 
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all of them were put into that other cup, which the Lord Jesus 
shrank from momentarily in Gethsemane, but which He drank to the 
dregs at Calvary — the cup of our sin.  And if we will allow Him to 
show us what is in our cups and then give it to Him, He will cleanse 
them in the precious Blood that still flows for sin.  That does not 
mean mere cleansing from the guilt of sin, nor even from the stain of 
sin — though thank God both of these are true — but from the sin 
itself, whatever it may be. And as He cleanses our cups, so He fills 
them to overflowing with His Holy Spirit. 

And we are able daily to avail ourselves of that precious Blood. 
Suppose you have let the Lord Jesus cleanse your cup and have trusted 
Him to fill it to overflowing, then something comes along — a 
touch of envy or temper. What happens? Your cup becomes dirty and 
it ceases to overflow. And if we are constantly being defeated in this 
way, then our cup is never overflowing. 

 
If we are to know continuous Revival, we must learn the way to 

keep our cups clean. It is never God's will that a Revival should 
cease, and be known in history as the Revival of this or that year. 
When that happens it is due to only one thing — sin, just those little 
sins that the devil drops into our cup. But if we will go back to 
Calvary and learn afresh the power of the Blood of Jesus to cleanse 
moment by moment from the beginnings of sin, then we have learnt 
the secret of cups constantly cleansed and constantly overflowing. 
The moment you are conscious of that touch of envy, criticism, 
irritability, whatever it is — ask Jesus to cover it with His precious 
Blood and cleanse it away and you will find the reaction gone, your 
joy and peace restored and your cup running over. And the more you 
trust the Blood of Jesus in this way, the less will you even have these 
reactions. But cleansing is only possible when we have first been broken 
before God on the point concerned. Suppose we are irritated by 
certain traits in someone. It is not enough just to take our reactions 
of irritation to Calvary. We must first be broken, that is, we must 
yield to God over the whole question and accept that person and his 
ways as His will for us. Then we are able to take our wrong reaction 
to Jesus, knowing that His Blood will cleanse away our sin; and 
when we have been cleansed from sin, let us not keep mourning over it, 
let us not be occupied with ourselves. But let us look up to our 
victorious Lord, and praise Him that He is still victorious. 
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January 15 

     There is one simple but all-inclusive guide the Word of God 
gives to regulate our walk with Jesus and to make us to know when 
sin has come in. Colossians 3: 15 says, "Let the peace of God rule in 
your hearts." Everything that disturbs the peace of God in our hearts 
is sin, no matter how small it is, and no matter how little like sin it may 
at first appear to be. This peace is to "rule" our hearts, or (a more 
literal translation) "be the referee " in our hearts. When the referee 
blows his whistle at a football match, the game has to stop, a foul has 

been committed. When we lose our peace, God's referee in our hearts 
has blown his whistle! Let us stop immediately, ask God to show us 
what is wrong, put by faith the sin He shows us under the Blood of Jesus, 
and then peace will be restored and we shall go on our way with our cups 
running over. If, however, God does not give us His peace, it will be 
because we are not really broken. Perhaps we have yet to say "sorry" to 
somebody else as well as to God. Or perhaps we still feel it is the other 
person's fault. But if we have lost our peace, it is obvious whose fault it 
is. We do not lose peace with God over another person's sin, but only 

over our own. God wants to show us our reactions, and only when we 
are willing to be cleansed there, will we have His peace. Oh, what a 
simple but searching thing it is to be ruled by the peace of God, none 
other than the Holy Spirit Himself! Former selfish ways, which we never 
bothered about, are now shown to us and we cannot walk in them 
without the referee blowing his whistle. Grumbling, bossiness, 
carelessness, down to the smallest thing are all revealed as sins, when we 
are prepared to let our days be ruled by the peace of God. Many times a 
day and over the smallest things we shall have to avail ourselves of the 

cleansing Blood of Jesus, and we shall find ourselves walking the way 
of brokenness as never before. But Jesus will be manifested in all His 
loveliness and grace in that brokenness. 

     Many of us, however, have neglected the referee's whistle so 
often and for so long that we have ceased to hear it. Days follow days 
and we feel we have little need of cleansing and no occasion of being 
broken. In that condition we are usually in a worse state than we ever 
imagine. It will need a great hunger for restored fellowship with God to 
possess our hearts before we will be willing to cry to God to show us 
where the Blood of Jesus must be applied. He will show us, to begin 

with, just one thing, and it will be our obedience and brokenness on that 
one thing that will be the first step into Revival for us. 
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January 16 

Some may be inclined to question whether it is right to call 

such things as self-consciousness, reserve and fear, sins.  

"Call them infirmities, disabilities, temperamental weaknesses, 

if you will," some have said, " but not sins. To do so would be to 

get us into bondage."  

The reverse, however, is true. If these things are not sins, then 

we must put up with them for the rest of our lives; there is no 

deliverance. But if these and other things like them are indeed sins, 

then there is a Fountain for sin, and we may experience cleansing 

and deliverance from them, if we put them immediately under His 

precious Blood, the moment we are conscious of them. And they 

are sins. Their source is unbelief and an inverted form of pride, and 

they have hindered and hidden Him times without number. 

 

 

VI.  A Time for Silence 

You have mediated much today with your intellectual faculty today.  

Now have a moment of silence (the length is up to you, 5 or even 

30 minutes), and ask God quietly, “Lord, is there any important 

message from you today that I might have missed? Show me, your 

servant is listening? 
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VII.  Supplication 

 

Use the following chart to cover people and ministries that you 

want to remember before the Lord: 

 

 Your 

family 

Other 

people 

Church 

Ministries 

Other  

Ministries 

City 

& 

World 

Others 

Sunday  

 

     

Monday 

 

      

Tuesday  

 

     

Wed  

 

     

Thursday  

 

     

Friday  

 

     

Saturday  

 

     

 

 

 

VII. Benediction 

“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ.  To Him be glory both now and forever! Amen.”  

(II Peter 3:18) 

 

 


